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October 9, 2007
To the Members of the Illinois General Assembly:
We urge you to pass SB 572.

This legislation provides funds for transit operations and includes needed reforms
of the RTA and important changes to the CTA’s pension and health care pro-
grams. SB 572 directly addresses the Illinois Auditor General’s recommendations
for reform and funding. It should be passed immediately and should not be
linked to passage of a capital bill.

SB 1110, the Senate’s version of a capital bill is entirely inadequate and
needs to be substantially revised.

First, the amount of capital allocated to transit in general and the RTA in par-
ticular in SB 1110 is shockingly low. The amount allocated is not even close to
meeting the maintenance needs of the system. Failure to provide more capital
dollars will send transit on a path of decline and deterioration that will have seri-

ous negative consequences for the region’s economy.

Second, the $200 million “loan” to the RTA from gaming revenue proposed in
the Senate bill will not correct the RTA’s basic funding problem. It would force
the RTA literally to gamble that the General Assembly and Governor would

agree to do something next year that they have not been able to do this year, and

the RTA would face a much deeper hole and even more severe cuts next June.

Third, SB 1110 is a grab bag of projects. It lacks a coherent sense of purpose or
direction. It does not provide a transparent process for decision making or clear

criteria for spending the billions of public dollars involved most effectively.

Fourth, opinions differ on whether a capital bill should be built on the founda-
tion of gambling. If gaming revenues are rejected or are insufficient, we urge you
to raise capital for transportation from its users and beneficiaries. Such revenues
could include reasonable increases in both state and regional gas taxes, motor ve-
hicle registration fees, drivers’ license fees, and transit fares. Our current state
motor fuel tax, 19 cents per gallon, is at the mid-point of all of the states; forty-
three states have raised their gas tax since Illinois last increased it in 1990. We
strongly recommend gas taxes, or other user fees, in order to provide a solid

foundation for Illinois’ transportation capital needs.

Failure to support the region’s transit system with operating and capital
dollars plus needed reforms will cost the regional economy more than

$2 billion per year.

We can’t afford that.





